
Supporting Handwriting in Year 5 
 

Handwriting in Year 5 should be joined, legible and cursive.  

All writing must be placed along the line with a clear finger space separating 

each one.  

Ascending letters are tall letters, reaching close to the top of the line. Descending 

letters drop down past the bottom line. 

The National Curriculum states that children in year 5 should be able to “Write 

legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by: Choosing which shape of a letter to 

use when given choices and deciding whether or not to join specific letters.”  

 

 

 


