
Supporting Writing in Year 5 
 

All Year 5 children are expected to be able to read and accurately spell most of the following 

words on the Year 5/6 statutory spelling list, though this confidence will be built in year 6: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

However, Year 5 children should also be able to accurately read and spell all words in the 

lower Key Stage 2 word lists: 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children should be able to add these features to their writing: 

Expanded noun phrases (two adjectives to describe a noun) 

The beautiful, blue sky looked lovely.  

 

Adverbial phrases of time/place/manner – describe verbs 

Time – In the middle of the night,  

Place – Above the grassy plains,  

Manner – Surprisingly,  



 

Coordinating Conjunctions – to join two simple sentences 

and, so, but, then, because, or 

Subordinating Conjunctions – to join a main clause to a 

subordinate clause 

if, since, although, when, as, whilst, until, because, even though 

 

Using formal and informal language as appropriate in a piece 

of writing.  

 

Linking ideas across paragraphs using a range of cohesive devices.  

 

Using brackets, commas and dashes to indicate parenthesis, for 

example;  

Neil Armstrong (who was thoroughly trained) was the first man 

to step onto the moon.  

Jupiter – the largest of the gas giants – is the fifth planet 

from the sun.  

Apollo 11, the most sophisticated spacecraft of the decade, was 

world renowned.  

 

Using relative clauses to add additional information.  

A kind of subordinate clause connected to the main clause with a 

relative pronoun (who, whom, which, that, where etc.).  

For example;  

Odysseus, who was a favourite of Athena, fought in the Trojan 

War.  


