St. Peter’s Catholic Primary School ‘Christ at the
and Little Fishes Pre-School Centre’
Newsletter o have i tothe Tl 1ot 106
3" December 2025 Last Sunday was the 1% Sunday of Advent
Luke 2: 36-40

Dear Parents

Advent
Light Up Our Lives

Christ, come into our world of darkness
Light up our lives with your coming.
Fulfil all our longings with the joy of your birth
Strengthen our resolve to work for change in our world

And to share the hope of your birth that each Advent brings.

Amen.

Sr Bridgetta Rooney/CAFOD

And so we begin our Advent journey ... with hope in our hearts.

Stella Maris are again appealing for Christmas gifts for seafarers who will be away from home at
Christmas. This year they are asking for chocolate gifts. Please send any chocolate into school
during December and no later than Monday 15" December. Thank you for your generosity to this
worthwhile cause. We will be collecting any chocolate gifts after our nativity.
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“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” Matthew 3:1-12
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Thank you Mrs Tuft

Mrs Tuft, EYFS lead, will be leaving us after over 8 years’ service, within Senior Leadership team,
to become a Special Needs Officer for Hampshire County Council. | would like to thank Mrs Tuft
for everything she has contributed to St Peter’s over this time. She has worked relentlessly on
various school improvement projects and has been a source of common sense advice for many,
including me.

Mrs Tuft has always seen the potential in every child and adult that she works with and she will
find ways of nurturing and coaching to ensure that everyone can be the best that they can be.
While she will be greatly missed we are pleased that she has achieved this promotion and we
know that she will take all her skill set to Hampshire.

The Living Rain Forest — Year 5

Our Year 5 pupils had the incredible opportunity to visit The Living Rainforest in Newbury, and what
an adventure it was! The trip brought their classroom learning about ecosystems and biodiversity
to life.

The children were captivated by the lush greenery, the humid atmosphere, and the amazing variety
of plants and animals. They explored winding paths surrounded by towering trees and vibrant

tropical flowers, discovering creatures such as poison dart frogs, a sloth, and even a cheeky
Curassow bird named Luigi!

Pupils learned about the importance of rainforests for our planet, they asked thoughtful questions
and showed great curiosity throughout the day.

We are so proud of how engaged and enthusiastic Year 5 were during the trip.

‘My favourite part was seeing the armadillo.” - Jack

‘I enjoyed finding out all about the rainforest.” - Edlyn

‘Seeing all of the different animals moving around was
amazing.” — Dominic
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Football Match

The boys’ football team delivered a thrilling performance in their final game before Christmas,
drawing 3-3 in a fast-paced and hard-fought match. From the first whistle, the team showed
determination and teamwork, creating plenty of scoring opportunities and responding confidently
each time the opposition applied pressure. With impressive goals, strong defending, and real
resilience throughout, the boys demonstrated great spirit and sportsmanship. A big thank you to
all the parents and staff for their support and for driving the boys to and from the game - your
encouragement makes a real difference. It was an exciting match and a result the team can be
proud of as they continue to grow and develop.

Cameron Bespolka Memorial Wildlife Talk

Last Wednesday, 30 children were lucky enough to be invited to a talk about wildlife
conservation at Winchester College, organised by the Cameron Bespolka Trust. The Cameron
Bespolka Trust is a charity that has been set up in memory of Cameron. He was a young
naturalist who loved nature, in particular birds, and spent much of his time exploring the
outdoors. The main aim of the Trust is to inspire and encourage young people to love and
appreciate wildlife and our environment.

The Hawk Conservancy gave a fascinating, interactive talk about the conservation of birds of
prey and the children were given ideas for small changes they can make to help them. This
included creating homes for wildlife by making bug hotels and hedgehog shelters and allowing
a small part of a garden to grow wild. Plants like daisies, clover and buttercups offer food,
shelter and breeding grounds for insects that in turn provide food for birds.

Orla said "It was really good. | liked how everyone participated by answering questions by putting
our hands up or shouting out."

Ohene shared "I learnt about all sorts of birds from around the world."
Jaden said "l enjoyed it and learnt that a lapett vulture has a wingspan of 3 metres."

Bella said "l loved it. | enjoyed listening to the bird sounds.”
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Tickets for Advent Liturgy

This year our Advent Liturgy will again be held in St Stephen’s Church on Tuesday 16th December
and as before there will be two opportunities to be a part of this delightful Liturgy. We do have to
limit numbers, for safety reasons, so our first Liturgy will be at 2.30pm and our second will be at
6pm.

Tickets will be available via Ticketsource from 10am on Thursday 4th December, please see the link
below. If you do want tickets, then please be aware that they are on a first come first served
basis, and a maximum of two per family. If we have any spare tickets then these can be booked
in the same way from Friday 12th December.

Years 3 — 6 will be actively taking part in the Advent Liturgy in the afternoon as well as the evening.
All children are expected to attend the evening.

As always, there is no charge for the Liturgy, although we are collecting for Friends of the Family.
Friends of the Family covers Winchester and its surrounding villages. They offer families a range of
support services and friendly guidance, to overcome challenges and turn their lives around -
https://www.fotfwinchester.org/

Logistical details eg picking up and dropping off in the evening will be given shortly.

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/st-peters-catholic-primary-school

JRSO Road Safety Training

Last week our Junior Road Safety Officers had online training with the Hampshire Road Safety team.
They shared how they had been working with Mrs Sharrock on highlighting how important it is to be
seen during these dark mornings on the way to school. They also celebrated the poster competition,
the winning posters of which you will be seeing around the school site soon.

Prayer Diary for December

Attached to this newsletter is a Prayer Diary for December that you might like to share at home with
your child.
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St Stephen’s Travelling Nativity

This Advent, Mary and Joseph are travelling with the little donkey to Bethlehem. On their way they
are hoping to find a different inn to stay at every night. Could they come to stay at your house? The
Travelling Nativity will come to you for a night and then you are expected to pass them on to the next
family. This is a good opportunity to meet other families and pray together this Advent.

Please let me know if you would like to participate and | will add your family to the rota. Please can
you share your address and your contact details (these will be shared on the group rota). The first
Sunday of advent is November 30" so please do email me as soon as you can if you would like to
take part. You can contact me on emily.lee150@gmail.com

Thank you.

Emily Yong

Christmas Fun Day — last day of term
We are busy planning our Christmas Fun Day on the last day of term. All children will be able to

wear one Christmas item or a Christmas jumper over their uniform. Please bring a £1 donation for
CAFOD. Thank you.

CAFOD Gy

Justone world

Book Look invite to parents Year 1-6 (not Reception)

Parents of children in Years 1-6 are invited into class from 3.30pm on Wednesday 3@ December
to look at their children’s work.

Due to the Reception children primarily having their learning recorded and shared on the See-saw
platform this session is for parents of Year 1 and above only.

We hope you enjoy their work. Parents of Reception children may like to look at their work on See-
saw with their child.
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Nativity — Friday 5" December, 9.30am

Please note our Reception will be performing the Nativity with Year 1 and 2 children supporting
them on Friday 5" December, 9.30am in St Stephen’s Church. All parents are invited.

CAFOD World Gifts

https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/

So stuck for Christmas present ideas? It is always lovely to receive a card that lets you know
someone has gifted to CAFOD on your behalf as your present from them. CAFOD is the Catholic
Fund for Overseas Development. It funds projects including training that helps communities become
self-sufficient as they develop.

@ CAFOD World Gifts - In © CAFOD World Gifts - In © CAFOD World Gifts - In © CAFOD World Gifts - In
Emergency food: CAF... Happy queen bee: CA Saints playing cards: C.. CAFOD virtual charity .

We will be doing collections after the Nativity and Advent Liturgy in aid of CAFOD. If you would like
to donate then please bring cash on the day. Thank you.

Christmas Lunches

Wednesday 17th December

Children in Years R, 1 and 2 (KS1) can order a Christmas lunch. Children in Years 3-6 (KS2) can
order either a ham or cheese sandwich picnic or bring a packed lunch from home (no hot food from
school for KS2).

Thursday 18th December

Children in Years 3-6 (KS2) can order a Christmas lunch. Children in Years R, 1 and 2 (KS1) can
order either a ham or cheese sandwich picnic or bring a packed lunch from home (no hot food from

school for KS1).

All meal options must (and can now) be ordered via the SwiftKitchen app.
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Music Notices

Busking Wednesdays

A big thank you to all of our buskers who performed this morning and at our other busking events.
Looking forward to hearing some more in 2026. Let Miss Owens know if you would like to be
considered for a slot!

Beginner Trombone lessons from January

Have you been inspired, listening to our amazing trombone players in Worship band? If so, then
you're in luck. There are a couple of spaces remaining for beginner trombone lessons from
January. Email music@st-peters.hants.sch.uk for more information.

Ensemble rehearsals

Please make sure you attend all the rehearsals as we have a busy programme ahead, preparing
for the Advent Liturgy. Reminder of times below:

St Peter's Singers: Thursdays 8.15 - 8.45am
School Band: Thursdays 3.30 - 4.15pm
Worship Band: Thursdays 3.30 - 5.00pm (please bring a small healthy snack).

Any guestions at all related to music at St Peter's, please email music@st-peters.hants.sch.uk.

Miss Owens

Year 4 Listen to Me

Year 4 will be showing what they have learnt during their Listen to Me lessons on Tuesday 9™
December at 2.45pm in the church. Year 4 parents are invited to attend the performance.

Tesco Community Grants

We are delighted to share that we have been selected for a Tesco Stronger Starts community
grant. This grant will go towards sensory activities for all pupils, with the focus of providing children
with a way to talk about their worries and concerns. This was introduced last year and has already
been a great success for a number of pupils and is just one of the supports in place at school to
help your child with their mental health. Please help to support by using your blue token to vote for
us when you shop at one of the following stores:

2782 Kings Worthy Express SO23 7ND

3406 Winchester Extra SO23 7RS

3455 Harestock Express SO22 6JN

4893 High Street Winchester Express SO23 9AS
5058 Alresford Express SO24 9AQ

5862 Market Winchester Express SO23 7BT Community Grants

Voting will commence in store from the first week in October 2025 until 12" January 2026.
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Stella Maris Seafarers Christmas Chocolate Appeal

Stella Maris are again appealing for Christmas gifts for seafarers who will be away from home at
Christmas. This year they are asking for chocolate gifts. Please send any chocolate into school
during December and no later than Monday 15" December. Thank you for your generosity to this
worthwhile cause.

a
CAN YOU SPARE

A BOX ©F
CHOCOLATES

THiS CHRISTMAS?

St Peter’s is supporting

Stella Maris is the largest ship-
visiting network in the world,
improving the lives of seafarers
and fishers through their network !
of local chaplains

Families of Faith

Please find attached a newsletter sent to us from the Diocese that could be used at home as we all
walk our Advent journey.

Job Vacancy

We have a vacancy for a Higher Level Teaching Assistant. Please see our website for further
details and an application form: https://www.stpetershants.co.uk/page/?title=HLTA&pid=122
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Year R/1 Donations for Food Bank

As you know we regularly ask one year group each half term for food donations for our local food
bank at the Carroll Centre. This half term we are asking Year R/1 to bring in donations. The Carroll
Centre request tinned food, cereals, biscuits, tea, coffee etc, all donations appreciated. Collection
with be up until Christmas. Many thanks for your support.

Picture News

Picture News is a new whole school project that we started last year to improve our oracy. Each
week the picture that we have looked at in class will be sent home with a key question to aid some
discussion on a piece of current news.

a7\ {a ] [o] | 2] In the news this week

How important is it to feel
a sense of togetherness?

Please note any interesting thoughts or comments

Share your thoughts and read the opinions of others ‘woww.picture news. co.uk/discuss @ @ 9

Little Fishes News

We are beginning our journey through Advent. We are reading the story and learning how Mary
begins her journey to Bethlehem riding on a donkey. We are talking about our experiences, as we
excitedly tell each other about putting up our Christmas trees and opening the first window on our
Advent calendar. We are making a colour display to tell the story of The Nativity and our wooden
play house has become the stable. We are looking forward to our families coming to join us on
9" December when we can share the story with them and sing the carols we have been learning.
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Future School Dates

Event

Date

Book Look — all parents invited into classes after
school — Year 1- 6 parents

Wednesday 3" December, 3.30pm
onwards

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 Advent Liturgy

Friday 5" December, 9.30am

Year 4 Listen to Me

Tuesday 9" December, 2.45pm

Show Around 7

Friday 12" December, 9.30am

Last day for Stella Maris chocolate gifts

Monday 15" December

KS2 Advent Liturgy

Tuesday 16" December, 2.30pm
and 6pm

EYFS/KS1 Christmas Lunch

Wednesday 17" December

KS2 Christmas Lunch

Thursday 18" December

Christmas Holiday Monday 22" December — Friday 2"¢ January

Everyone returns to school

Monday 5" January

Show Around 8

Thursday 8" January, 9.30am

Everyone invited to Mass for the Epiphany

Friday 9" January, 2pm

Bikeability — Year 5

w/c Monday 12" January

Multiplication Test Check — Year 4 parents information
session

Tuesday 13" January, 3pm

Year 6 SATs - parents information session

Thursday 29" January, 3pm

Year 6 Mass — Year 6 parents invited

Friday 30" January, 2pm

Parish — School Mass, St Peter’'s Church

Sunday 1% February, 10.30am

Year 6 residential trip - Avon Tyrell

9" — 13" February

Half term 16™ — 20" February

Inset Day 3 — school closed to children

| Monday 23" February

Inset Days 2025-26
Here are this year’s school closures for staff training.
Monday 23rd February 2026

Friday 20th March 2026
Friday 22nd May 2026

Attendance

Year R/1 91.28%
Year 2 94.64%
Year 3 94.82%
Year 4 94.53%
Year 5 95.33%
Year 6 96.22%
Overall school Attendance 94.30%

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

In 2018/19 just 40% of persistently absent (PA) children in KS2 achieved expected KS2 standards
compared with 84% of pupils who regularly attended school.

Well done Year 6 for having the highest attendance. An extra 5 minutes’ break for you!

See the NHS website for advice on when not to send your child to school when unwell:
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Show Around dates

If you have a child due to start school in September 2026, we have the following dates available
for you to come and look around the school:

Friday 12" December 9.30am
Thursday 8" January 9.30am

Please contact the school office if you would like to book onto any of these tours.

Smartphone-free Childhood

Academic distraction

The average teen receives 237 smartphone notifications a day — one every few minutes — making
focusing on schoolwork hard. Studies show that excessive smartphone use has negative impacts

on academic performance. Children at schools with effective smartphone bans get GCSEs 1-2
grades higher.

@
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Class Assemblies 2025-26

All families are invited to celebrate Mass with us. Families of children in individual classes are
invited to attend class assemblies. Please wait outside the church door for 3pm.

Month Friday (class/teacher Assembly)
January oth Epiphany Mass
16t 2EK Class
6th 6SK Class
13t KS1 Liturgy
March 200 INSET
27 Holy Week Liturgy
3 Easter Holiday
th i
April 10 Easter Holiday
17t 5AH Class
24t 4RS Class
May 15t 3GD Class
gth 2EW Class
15t R/1 MR Class
22nd INSET
29t Half Term
5t Corpus Christi Mass
June
12t R/1MB Class
19t R/INT Class
July 3rd Peter and Paul Mass

Nurturing Programme Spring Term 2026

The 10-week Nurturing Programme for parents will be running during the Spring term at
Winchester Salvation Army, Parchment Street, SO23 8AZ on Thursday mornings 9.30 am -
11.30 am from January 15th - March 26th (excluding half term). The programme is free, however
we do ask for a voluntary contribution of £10 towards the costs of the very helpful book for
parents, covering all the topics and tools. One parent attending the programme felt they were
"Building a toolkit to give me plenty of strategies to try and explore".

EMOTIONAL

HEALTH
| —

Come and Find Out
HOW TO GET THE BEST OUT OF
FAMILY LIFE

The 10-week Nurturing Programme for Parents
will be running during the Spring Term at:
Winchester Salvation Army, Parchment Street

To find out more or to book a place,
please email nurturingprogramme@ccwinch. org.uk
or phone 07942 284611
We look forward to hearing from you.
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PTA News

Pre-Loved Uniform and Winter Coat Sale alongside a Christmas Jumper Swap Shop!
Thursday 4" December from 3.15 —4.00 pm

The PTA will be running a Pre-Loved Uniform and Winter Coat Sale along with a Christmas
Jumper Swap Shop. Come and join us for a hot drink and a mince pie. Top up your school
uniform stock for the new year, buy a winter coat and bring your Christmas jumpers, children’s or
adults, and swap last year’s jumper for a new one for this season and the school Christmas
Jumper Day.

Please note there will be no online uniform sales after 4" December until the New Year. Great
Christmas offers on school trousers!

PTA New Website
The PTA has a new website at the following link:

https://stpetersschoolpta.my.canva.site/stpeterspta

Best wishes

The PTA XoRY VOOULLVULVLVLLLVLLVLLVLLVUY

- Bonfire Night
W £4,669 raised!

N\

\\ T\\e event Was a great success, bringing
school families and community together
for a relaxed evening of family fum,
great food, and a fantastic fireworks

display!

. A HUGE thank you to all the

i’ volunteers who made it possible,

especially the set up and clear up

crews!

Christmas is coming' i gk

And the PTA committee has been busy
planning some exciting festive fun!

3 Thank you to everyone Who took part in
the Christmas Drawing_project, helping to
raise an amazing or our school!
~ LooK out for our annual Christmas J
Ornament Competition, PTA Christmas Tree

and Nativity Scene to get you in the
Christmas spirit!
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Donate them to the PTA and we will give them new life.
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develop the basics of football whilst bulding
their skilis, confidence and love for the game.
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@& Professional Coaching
@ Individual and Team Practices
—

When- Friday Evenings 6-
Where- Ganger Farm

Tickets flom SI0 M et 1%
18 January2026 < %

4
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wawetterbournetheatre.com or '
call 07544 581331 .

N - T——
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.

SCAN TO DONATE

Best wishes

Louise Buxton
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St. Peter’s Catholic Primary School ‘Christ at the
and Little Fishes Pre-School Centre’

Newsletter - past bits that may be useful

Safeguarding Quote of the Week

Safeguarding is our absolute priority. Please act on concerns that you have about any children that
you know. If you have a concern about the safety of a child or young person and you want someone
to find out what is going on, contact the Hampshire Children’s Services Department. Monday to
Friday, 8.30am to 5pm, phone 0300 555 1384. At all other times, contact the out-of-hours service,
phone 0300 555 1373. Anyone can make a referral.

At St Peter's Miss Buxton is our Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL), while Mrs Blake, Mrs
Pestana and Mrs Foster are the Deputy DSLs. Mrs Ricketts is DSL for Little Fishes Pre-School,
with Mrs Church and Mrs Hudson being her safeguarding deputies. Please remember anyone can
make a referral and safeguarding is everyone's concern!

Is your child eligible for Pupil Premium Funding?

Dioes your child qualify for free school meals? If you are in receipt of: Income Support, Jobseekers
Allowance, State pension credit, Child tax credit (as long as you are not also entitled to working tax
credit and have an annual gross income of no more than £16_190, working tax credit run on or
universal credit) you may be eligible for a free school meal.

Even if your child has the universal free school meal (Year R, 1 and 2) please apply for this benefit.
The school receives money from central Government to support a variety of school initiatives that
would be of benefit to your child. If you have any questions please speak to Mrs Lane in the school
office and you can apply through https/fwww gov ukfapply free-school-meals.

Facebook

Facebook:https://facebook.com/St-Peters-Catholic-PrimarySchool107010431022990

Hants LA signposting websites
These websites may be a helpful resource should you need a bit of help or advice as a parent.

https://fish.hants.gov.uk/kb5/hampshire/directory/family.page?familychannel=2

https://documents.hants.gov.uk/childrens-services/sfyc/ProviderBulletin-March2025-
ParentCarerUpdate.pdf
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Penalty Notice Fines

Please see below the latest guidance from the DfE. We think it important to share with families
these changes to the fining.

How much could | be fined if my child misses school?

In the majority of cases, schools and local authorities will try and provide support to help you
improve your child’s attendance first, but if this isn’'t effective or the absence is for unauthorised
term time holiday, parents may face paying a fine.

Currently, it's the responsibility of the local authority to decide when to issue fines to parents,
meaning the process varies from council to council. However, under the new national framework,
all schools will be required to consider a fine when a child has missed 10 or more sessions (5 days)
for unauthorised reasons.

Since August 2024, the fine for school absences across the country is £80 if paid within 21 days,
or £160 if paid within 28 days. This rate is in line with inflation and is the first increase since 2012.

In the case of repeated fines, if a parent receives a second fine for the same child within any three-
year period, this will be charged at the higher rate of £160.

Fines per parent will be capped to two fines within any three-year period. Once this limit has been
reached, other action like a parenting order or prosecution will be considered.

If you're prosecuted and attend court because your child hasn’t been attending school, you could
get a fine of up to £2,500.

Nut Free School
Just a reminder that we remain a nut-free school due to serious allergies.

Also we encourage breaktime snacks to be healthier choices — fresh fruit and vegetables, bread
sticks, raisins.... no crisps or chocolate please.
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Extra-curricular clubs- AUTUMN

Please see below details of clubs being offered this term.

Year | Club Day of the | Year | Club Day of the week
group week group
YR Relax Kids Wednesday | Y4 Comic Club Monday
Theatre Kids | Friday Intergr8 Monday
Relax Kids Wednesday
Theatre Kids Friday
Y1 Relax Kids Wednesday | Y5 Football Monday
Theatre Kids | Friday Intergr8 Monday
Comic Club Wednesday
Relax Kids Wednesday
Theatre Kids Friday
Y2 Integr8 Monday Y6 Intergr8 Monday
Relax Kids Wednesday Football Monday
Theatre Kids | Friday Comic Club Wednesday
Relax Kids Wednesday
Theatre Kids Friday
Y3 Comic Club Monday
Intergr8 Monday
Relax Kids Wednesday
Theatre Kids | Friday
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