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 St. Peter’s Catholic Primary School 
 and Little Fishes Pre-School 
 

 Newsletter 
  
    28th January 2026                                          Last Sunday was the third Sunday of Ordinary Time  

                                                                                                                                  Matthew 4: 12-17 

                                                                                                                                          
Dear Parents 
 

 
 

‘I have come that they may have life, 

and have it to the full’     John 10v10 

‘Christ at the 
Centre’ 

 

Australia Day 
 
G'day Mates! On Friday 23rd January, Year 2 celebrated Australia Day. Traditionally, Australians 
celebrate on 26th January by having the day off work and spending time with family and friends. 
Australians enjoy BBQs, beach trips and fireworks to mark the day! In year 2, we celebrated our 
learning by making Anzac biscuits, vegemite sandwiches, fairy bread and pavlova and having 
our own Australian feast. Some children chose to research a new Aussie animal and write an 
information text. We all created aboriginal artwork on Boomerangs, played lots of games and 
sang some Australian songs, including one about what you'd see if you went into the 
bush! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zsO_XLmlnlM&list=RDzsO_XLmlnlM&start_radio=1 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zsO_XLmlnlM&list=RDzsO_XLmlnlM&start_radio=1
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Winchester College Jazz Band  
 
Last week we welcomed the CS Jazz band from Winchester College to entertain our children 
with five popular jazz pieces. The ten musicians have obviously been practising hard and the 
children couldn’t help but ‘bop’ a little to the beat! 
 
 

 

 

Internet safety day – 10th February 2026 

 
This year’s campaign has the theme of: Smart tech, safe choices – Exploring the safe and 
responsible use of AI. 
 
For top tips for parents copy this link into your web browser… https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-
internet-day/safer-internet-day-2026/top-tips-for-parents-and-carers 
 
For parents and carers 
 
AI technology is increasingly part of all our lives, so this Safer Internet Day we are starting a 
conversation about how to use it safely and responsibly. Use these top tips to help keep you and 
your loved ones safe online. 
 
Enjoy going online together and talk regularly about your family’s online lives 
 
The internet is amazing and can help us all to access information and entertainment. Spend time 
online with your child to understand how they are using technology and talk together about the 
good and the bad parts of being online. Talk about your own experiences and find other 
opportunities to get the conversation started, like stories in the news. Make sure your child knows 
they can talk to you about anything that they see or experience online. 
 

 

St Peter’s Church Centenary Pageant 
 
As many of you will be aware, St Peter’s Church is celebrating its 100th anniversary this year. 
As part of this celebration the church has organised a centenary pageant on Friday 6th February, 
performances at 4pm and 7pm, at St Peter’s Church. Through music, narration, dance, scripture 
and contributions from the Parish groups, this pageant brings to life the story of St Peter’s 
Church. Many of our children have been working on a series of dances for this celebration and 
we welcome other members of our school community to join us. Tickets are free but seats need 
to be reserved. To reserve a seat for the 4pm performance click HERE and to reserve a seat for 
the 7pm performance click HERE. Please do consider joining our school/Parish family. 
 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2026/top-tips-for-parents-and-carers
https://saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2026/top-tips-for-parents-and-carers
https://stpeterswinchester.churchsuite.com/events/cxbwsuwh
https://stpeterswinchester.churchsuite.com/events/cy2i4bey
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World Book Day - A Celebration of Non-Fiction Books 

World Book Day is a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the joy of reading and to inspire our young 
learners to explore the vast world of literature. To kick off our World Book Day celebrations and 
the UK’s National Year of Reading, we invite all students to dress up or bring an artefact inspired 
by a non-fiction book.  

This is a fantastic way for children to connect with real-life figures who have made significant 
contributions to our world. From scientists like Marie Curie to primatologists like Jane Goodall! 
Not only will this spark conversations about the individuals they choose to represent, but it will 
also encourage students to delve deeper into the stories behind these remarkable people. 
Alternatively, children may choose to bring an artefact associated with their favourite non-fiction 
book such as a model dinosaur or a shell or a fossil that they have found on the beach or in the 
garden.  

Just a heads up - after many years exploring lots of different themes, we will explore a traditional 
come as your favourite character in 2027! 
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Year 5 English 
 
During English over the last few weeks, Year 5 have been reading 'The Boy at the Back of the 
Class' by Onjali Q. Rauf. The book is about a young refugee boy (Ahmet) who one day arrives 
sitting at the back of the narrator’s class. Year 5 have enjoyed the story and have really 
empathised with the situation that Ahmet is in. Using the book as inspiration, we have worked on 
creating our own poetry around the themes within the book (empathy, loneliness, resilience, hope 
and friendship). Here are just a few examples of their work which we are so proud of. 
 
Harriet - "I really liked how there was a lot of feelings and emotions in the book." 
 
Luca - "I liked that when we were practising rhyming we got to write a poem about a happy place 
that we had chosen." 
 
Daksh - "I never thought about how interesting or thought provoking poetry really is." 
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Invite to School – Parish Mass 
 
Everyone is invited to our termly school – parish Mass on Sunday 1st February, 10.30am at St 
Peter’s Church. While children sit with their families they are invited to wear their school jumper 
(if they can bear to do that on a Sunday!). 

Parents’ Evenings - Years R/1, 2 and 6 
 
3rd and 5th March 2026 
 
Regarding our Parents' Evening appointment system, all bookings should be made via ARBOR. 
Class teachers will be available between 4pm and 7pm on both Tuesday 3rd March and Thursday 
5th March 2026.  
 
Sessions will go live for booking at midday on Tuesday 3rd February 2026 and will close at midday 
on Monday 2nd March 2026. 
 
Please note that you will ONLY be able to book your appointment via the Arbor App or Parent 
Portal. Please ensure you have registered in good time. 

 

Message from Grace Foster, SENDCo 
 
Children’s Mental Health Week is coming up from 9th - 15th February 2026.  Please see the flyers 
below which have helpful links to resources including ideas on creating a good sense of 
belonging.  We hope they will be helpful to you at home. 
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Picture News 
 
Picture News is a new whole school project that we started last year to improve our oracy. Each 
week the picture that we have looked at in class will be sent home with a key question to aid some 
discussion on a piece of current news. 
 

 

 

 

Little Fishes Pre-School – September 2026 admissions 
 
If you would like your child to attend Little Fishes for the academic year September 2026 - July 
2027, please apply for a place as soon as possible. The admissions process will start after 31st 
January.   Parents whose children already attend Little Fishes and who will be returning for their 
pre-school year from September will be contacted shortly for their requests for places. 
 
The application form is on the Little Fishes page of the school website.  We also have paper copies 
available in the school office. 
 
Little Fishes places are available for children from when they are 2 years and 9 months old.  
Session hours are in line with the school day:  
 
All day – 8.45 am - 3.45 pm 
Morning – 8.45 am - 11.45 am 
Morning with Lunch Club – 8.45 am - 12.45 pm 
Afternoon – 12.45 pm - 3.45 pm 
Afternoon with Lunch Club – 11.45 am - 3.45 pm 
 
There are various funding options available - see https://beststartinlife.gov.uk  Non-funded hours 
are charged at a rate of £6.25 per hour (subject to revision). 
 
Little Fishes parent visit dates for the Spring term are: 15th January, 29th January, 26th February 
and 26th March, all at 2 pm.  If you would like to book a place, please contact Toni Hoff in the 
school office.   

 

https://beststartinlife.gov.uk/
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Year 5 Carroll Centre Foodbank 
 
This half term two Year 5 classes are collecting food and toiletries for the Carroll Centre. Please 
send in any donations - they are grateful for packets and tins of in-date food. Many thanks for 
thinking of others in our community. 
 
 

 

Dolphins Class Assembly – change of date 
 
We have had to change the date of the Year R/1 Dolphins class assembly in June. This was due to 
be held on Friday 12th June and will now be held on Friday 26th June. 

 

Year 6 and Year 5 Class Masses 
 
Year 6 friends and family are invited to their class Mass this Friday 30th January at 2 pm.  
 
Meanwhile Year 5 have their Mass on Tuesday 10th February, 9.15 am. 

 

 

 
INSET Day  
 
Please note the next inset day, when the school will be closed to children, is:  
 
Monday 23rd February 2026 
 

Safeguarding Quote of the Week 
 
“If I could give my child three things, it would be the confidence to always know their self-worth, the 
strength to follow their dreams, and the ability to know how truly, deeply loved they are,’ Anon 
 
Safeguarding is our absolute priority. Please act on concerns that you have about any children that 
you know. If you have a concern about the safety of a child or young person and you want someone 
to find out what is going on, contact the Hampshire Children’s Services Department. Monday to 
Friday, 8.30am to 5pm, phone 0300 555 1384. At all other times, contact the out-of-hours service, 
phone 0300 555 1373. Anyone can make a referral.  
 
At St Peter’s Miss Buxton is our Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL), while Mrs Blake, Mrs Pestana 
and Mrs Foster are the Deputy DSLs. Mrs Ricketts is DSL for Little Fishes Pre-School, with Mrs 
Church and Mrs Hudson being her safeguarding deputies. Please remember anyone can make a 
referral and safeguarding is everyone's concern! 
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Music Notices   
 
Instrumental lessons 
REMINDER: Please keep an eye on the music noticeboard for your weekly lesson times and 
remember to bring your instruments and music. 
 
Ensemble Rehearsal Times  
REMINDER - please make sure you arrive on time for these rehearsals. 
St Peter's Singers: Thursdays 8.15 - 8.45am  
School Band: Thursdays 3.30 - 4.30pm 
 
Worship Band rehearsals are on hold for now as we are running longer weekly School Band 
rehearsals in preparation for the Spring Concert. 
 
Busking Wednesday 
Next date is Wednesday 4th February.  Please see Miss Owens if you are keen to participate in a 
busking event. 
 
Date for the Diary - Spring Concert 2026 
The St Peter's Spring music concert will take place on Thursday 26th March at 6.00pm. All 
members of the school band and St Peter's Singers will be performing and are expected to attend. 
It will be a fantastic evening of solo and ensemble performances, which we can't wait to share with 
you.  More information to follow closer to the time regarding individual performers etc. 
 
As ever, any questions at all related to music at St Peter's, please email music@st-
peters.hants.sch.uk. 
 
Miss Owens 
 
 
 School Lunch Tasters 
 
On Thursday, packed lunch children will have the opportunity to enjoy free samples of our school 
meals. We hope this gives pupils a chance to try something new and learn more about the lunches 
we offer. 

 

 

Please don’t walk on the Spring bulbs! 
   
Please do not walk across the grassed area at the front of the school. The Spring bulbs are starting 
to come through. Last year’s display was so beautiful, and we hope it will be the same again this 
Spring. 
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Parish Centenary Celebrations 
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Future School Dates  
  

Event  Date 
 

Year 6 SATs - parents information session  Thursday 29th January, 3pm  

Year 6 Mass – Year 6 parents invited Friday 30th January, 2pm  

Parish – School Mass, St Peter’s Church  Sunday 1st February, 10.30am 

Light of the World at St Peter’s Church 2nd to 4th February, 5.30-8.30pm 

Busking Wednesday  Wednesday 4th February  

Centenary Pageant at St Peter’s Church Friday 6th February, 4pm & 7pm 

PTA Winter Dance  Saturday 7th February, 4-6.30pm 

Year 6 residential trip - Avon Tyrell 9th – 13th February  

Year 5 Mass – Year 5 parents invited Tuesday 10th February, 9.15am 

Half term 16th – 20th February  

Inset Day 3 – school closed to children Monday 23rd February  

Reports Yr 3, 4 and 5 Friday 27th February  

Parents evenings Years R, 1, 2, 6 Tuesday 3rd and 5th March  

World Book Day Thursday 5th March  

Centenary Concert at St Peter’s Church Sunday 8th March, 7.15pm 

Inset Day 4 - school closed to children  Friday 20th March  

Spring Concert Thursday 26th March, 6pm 

Easter Holiday 30th March – 10th April  

Welcome all children back from Easter  Monday 13th April  

Year 6 SATs Monday 11th – 15th May  

Inset Day 5 - school closed to children Friday 22nd May  

May Half term Monday 25th – Friday 29th May  

PTA Summer Fayre Saturday 20th June 

First Holy Communion  Saturday 27th June 

 
Inset Days 2025-26 
 
Here are this year’s school closures for staff training. 
 
Monday 23rd February 2026 
Friday 20th March 2026 
Friday 22nd May 2026 

Attendance 
 

Year R/1 90.52% 

Year 2 93.02% 

Year 3 94.17% 

Year 4 94.04% 

Year 5 94.62% 

Year 6 95.65% 

Overall school Attendance  93.30% 

    
Well done Year 6 for having the highest attendance. An extra 5 minutes’ break for you! 
 
See the NHS website for advice on when not to send your child to school when unwell:  
 
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/  

 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
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Class Assemblies 2025-26 
 
All families are invited to celebrate Mass with us. Families of children in individual classes are 
invited to attend class assemblies. Please wait outside the church door for 3pm. 
 

Month Friday (class/teacher Assembly) 

March 

6th     6SK Class 

13th  KS1 Liturgy 

20th   INSET 

27th     Holy Week Liturgy 

April 

3rd      Easter Holiday 

10th   Easter Holiday 

17th  5AH Class 

24th  4RS Class 

May 
 

1st 
3GD Class 
 

 8th  2EW Class 

 15th  R/1 MR Class 

 22nd  INSET 

 29th  Half Term 

June 5th   Corpus Christi Mass 

 19th  R/1NT Class 

 26th  R/1MB Class 

July 3rd Peter and Paul Mass 

 
 
 

Upcoming themed lunches 
 
Aspens will be providing two special menus this term, one for Chinese New Year and the other 
on World Book Day. 
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Best wishes 
 

Louise Buxton 

 UPBEAT Pop & Rock Easter Camp at St Peter's 7th - 10th April 
 
Miss Owens will be bringing her team of Upbeat instrumental, 
dance and vocal tutors to St Peter's this Easter for a fun-filled 
week of Pop & Rock music-making, culminating in a performance 
in the church. Get your hands on the electric guitars, drums, 
keyboards and mics (no prior experience needed). 
 
10% discount for all St Peter's Pupils.  
Use the code SUB224 when booking via this link.  
https://upbeat-music-courses.classforkids.io/camp/12 
 
For more information email: upbeatmusiccourses@gmail.com  
 

 

https://upbeat-music-courses.classforkids.io/camp/12
mailto:upbeatmusiccourses@gmail.com
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St. Peter’s Catholic Primary School 
   and Little Fishes Pre-School 
 

     Newsletter - past bits that may be useful 
       
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Christ at the 
Centre’ 

 

Facebook 
 
Facebook:https://facebook.com/St-Peters-Catholic-PrimarySchool107010431022990 

Safeguarding Quote of the Week 
 
“If I could give my child three things, it would be the confidence to always know their self-worth, the 
strength to follow their dreams, and the ability to know how truly, deeply loved they are,’ Anon 
 
Safeguarding is our absolute priority. Please act on concerns that you have about any children that 
you know. If you have a concern about the safety of a child or young person and you want someone 
to find out what is going on, contact the Hampshire Children’s Services Department. Monday to 
Friday, 8.30am to 5pm, phone 0300 555 1384. At all other times, contact the out-of-hours service, 
phone 0300 555 1373. Anyone can make a referral.  
 
At St Peter’s Miss Buxton is our Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL), while Mrs Blake, Mrs 
Pestana and Mrs Foster are the Deputy DSLs. Mrs Ricketts is DSL for Little Fishes Pre-School, 
with Mrs Church and Mrs Hudson being her safeguarding deputies. Please remember anyone can 
make a referral and safeguarding is everyone's concern! 

 

 

 

Hants LA signposting websites 
 
These websites may be a helpful resource should you need a bit of help or advice as a parent.  
 
https://fish.hants.gov.uk/kb5/hampshire/directory/family.page?familychannel=2 
 
https://documents.hants.gov.uk/childrens-services/sfyc/ProviderBulletin-March2025-
ParentCarerUpdate.pdf  

 

 
 

https://fish.hants.gov.uk/kb5/hampshire/directory/family.page?familychannel=2
https://documents.hants.gov.uk/childrens-services/sfyc/ProviderBulletin-March2025-ParentCarerUpdate.pdf
https://documents.hants.gov.uk/childrens-services/sfyc/ProviderBulletin-March2025-ParentCarerUpdate.pdf
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Extra-curricular clubs - SPRING 
 
Please see below details of clubs being offered this term. 
 

Year 
group 

Club Day of the 
week 
 

Year 
group 

Club Day of the week 
 

YR Relax Kids 
Theatre Kids 
 

Wednesday  
Friday 

Y4 Comic Club 
Intergr8 
Relax Kids 
Theatre Kids  
BSL 
360 Dodgeball 
Puppet Club 
 

Monday 
Monday  
Wednesday 
Friday 
Monday 
Friday 
Tuesday 
 

Y1 Relax Kids 
Theatre Kids 
360 Football/ 
Handball 
 

Wednesday  
Friday 
Wednesday 

Y5 Football 
Intergr8 
Comic Club 
Relax Kids 
Theatre Kids 
BSL 
360 Dodgeball 
Puppet Club 
 

Monday 
Monday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Friday 
Monday 
Friday 
Tuesday 
 

Y2 Integr8 
Relax Kids 
Theatre Kids 
Coding Club 
360 Football/ 
Handball 
 

Monday 
Wednesday  
Friday 
Friday 
Wednesday 

Y6 Intergr8 
Football 
Comic Club 
Relax Kids 
BSL 
360 Dodgeball 
Puppet Club 
 

Monday 
Monday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Monday 
Friday 
Tuesday 
 

Y3 Comic Club  
Intergr8 
Relax Kids 
Theatre Kids 
Coding Club 
360 Dodgeball 
Puppet Club 

Monday  
Monday 
Wednesday 
Friday 
Friday 
Friday 
Tuesday 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Nut Free School 
 
Just a reminder that we remain a nut-free school due to serious allergies. 
 
Also we encourage breaktime snacks to be healthier choices – fresh fruit and vegetables, bread 

sticks, raisins…. no crisps or chocolate please. 
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Penalty Notice Fines 
  
Please see below the latest guidance from the DfE. We think it important to share with families 
these changes to the fining. 
  
How much could I be fined if my child misses school?   
 
In the majority of cases, schools and local authorities will try and provide support to help you 
improve your child’s attendance first, but if this isn’t effective or the absence is for unauthorised 
term time holiday, parents may face paying a fine. 
  
Currently, it’s the responsibility of the local authority to decide when to issue fines to parents, 
meaning the process varies from council to council. However, under the new national framework, 
all schools will be required to consider a fine when a child has missed 10 or more sessions (5 days) 
for unauthorised reasons. 
  
Since August 2024, the fine for school absences across the country is £80 if paid within 21 days, 
or £160 if paid within 28 days. This rate is in line with inflation and is the first increase since 2012. 
  
In the case of repeated fines, if a parent receives a second fine for the same child within any three-
year period, this will be charged at the higher rate of £160. 
  
Fines per parent will be capped to two fines within any three-year period. Once this limit has been 
reached, other action like a parenting order or prosecution will be considered. 
  
If you’re prosecuted and attend court because your child hasn’t been attending school, you could 
get a fine of up to £2,500. 
 


