St. Peter’s Catholic Primary School ‘Christ at the
and Little Fishes Pre-School Centre’
I have come that they may have life,
N eW S I ett er and have it to the full’  John 10v10
9" September 2026 Last Sunday was the Twenty Third Sunday of Ordinary Time

Matthew 18:15-20
Dear Parents

Welcome to St Peter’s School Family

A very warm welcome to all our new Reception children and their families as they begin their
journey with us. We are delighted to welcome them into our school family and look forward to
watching them grow, learn and flourish with us.

Our Year 1 children have also made a fantastic start to the new school year. They have settled
back into routines beautifully and are showing great confidence, independence and enthusiasm
for their learning. We are so proud of how quickly they have remembered our school routines and
expectations.

A few gentle reminders as we begin the year: please ensure that welly boots and PE kits are
clearly named and brought into school at your earliest convenience. Naming all items of uniform
is also incredibly helpful, including coats, jumpers, cardigans and shoes. Please remember to
name water bottles and packed lunch boxes too, as this makes it much easier for lost items to
find their way home!

Thank you for your continued support in helping us make the start of the school year a happy and
organised one.

May God bless our children, our families and our school community, and guide us
throughout the year ahead. Amen

We look forward to a wonderful year of learning, friendship, faith and fun together!
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Education Sunday

Last Sunday was Education Sunday. Every year the Catholic Education Service celebrates Catholic
schools. We ask for continued prayers so we can serve our children and community as best as
possible.

Dear Lord,
Thank you for the gift of Catholic schools.

Thank you for all those who have given their talents to educating our young people.
Through the challenges they encounter each day, lead them to an ever deeper appreciation of the
sacred duty to which you have called them.

Thank you for all those who contribute to the efficient running of our schools; support staff, kitchen
staff, maintenance staff and governors.

We thank them for their hard work and dedication.

Thank you for all those who lead our Catholic schools.
May they be people of integrity so that they can be witnesses as well as teachers.
We pray that the schools they lead will become places where our young people can experience
your love in their lives.

Thank you for our pupils.
May your love strengthen and nurture them through the influence and example of those who care
for them.
We pray that through their time at school they will flourish and grow to discover who you have called
them to be.
We make this prayer through your Son, Jesus Christ, our teacher and our Lord,
Amen.

Families of Faith

Please find attached a newsletter sent to us from the Diocese that you may wish to use at home.
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Gardening Club

Our after school Gardening Club has been delighted to harvest these wonderful pumpkins, grown
with patience, care and teamwork. As we celebrate the fruits of our hard work, we are reminded
to be thankful for God's gifts and the beauty of His creation.

"Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not
give up." (Galatians 6:9)

Allergy Safety Policy
Our Allergy Safety Policy is now on our website at the following link:

https://www.stpetershants.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=187&type=pdf

The school holds emergency adrenaline auto-injectors (EpiPens) in accordance with national
guidance. These may be used by appropriately trained staff in a medical emergency where a pupil
is experiencing symptoms consistent with a severe allergic reaction (anaphylaxis). Parents will be
informed as soon as possible following any such incident.

Staff Car Park and Disabled Bay Parking

Please note that the school car park is for staff only (except when using breakfast club or after
school club) - we do not permit any form of parking or waiting at drop off or pick up.

Please may we remind you that the blue badge is linked to the person, and not the car and can
therefore only be used if the badge holder is driving and leaving the car to collect or is a
passenger in the vehicle. When parked we ask that you display your badge clearly and facing up
on the dashboard when parked. Thank you.

Mass for the new school year — Year 2 to Year 6

Everyone is invited to Mass, Friday 18" September, 9.15am at St Stephen’s Church.
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Message from Grace Foster SENDCo

Parent Information Point

Does my child have a SEN
need?

How do I help my

child with learning? Who can | ask for

support in schaol if 1 am
worried about my child?

‘Who can | ask for support -
outside of school if lam Do | qualify for

worried about my child? Pupil Premium?
What even is that?

Come and find out how we can help you

Monday 21 September
8.30-9&3-3.30

In the Music Room

Mental Health in Schools

In our continual strive to be offering the best support available to all our pupils we have been
working closely with the Mental Health Support Team (MHST). If you are concerned about your
child's mental health, please do contact us so we can work together and direct you to support
available.

The team are in school offering an EBSA workshop on Tuesday 20th October at 9am. Thisis a
workshop for any parents of a child with anxiety, separation anxiety or other worries and will last
for 90 minutes with time for questions. This will be a very useful session to empower you as
parents.

The big drop in CAMHS event in Eastleigh may also be worth exploring.

T H E Hampshire Child and Adolescent

pO?
TR

As part of World
Mental Health Day,
we are running a
series of FREE drop-
ins across Hampshire.

This is an opportunity for parents/carers,
professionals or young people to come and
chat to our CAMHS clinicians, ask questions,

get advice and resources.
kable slots i via our
orjustdropin.

8 October 2026 10am - 4pm

ETCH Youth Club, The Old Drill Hall, R FE
79 Leigh Rd, Eastleigh SO50 9DF

For more information scan the QR code or visit:

https://hampshirecamhs.nhs.uk/events/
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Invitation for Parents to the Nurturing Programme

The Nurturing Programme will again be running in the church on Wednesday mornings from 23"
September onwards. Staff from the Nurturing Programme will be available to speak to parents at
the front of school this Friday afternoon 11" September at pick up if you would like to know more or
to book a space on the programme.

A programme nationally co-ordinated by The Family Links Centre for Emotional Health. This is a 10
week programme for parents of children aged 2 to 12 years who live in Winchester and the
immediate surrounding villages.

We all want to do the best for our children but parenting is challenging. The course aims to equip
you with different strategies to develop good emotional health and positive relationships resulting in
happier, calmer homes. Previous parents have said it's the best thing they've ever done, they hadn't
realised there was another way to parent.

The venue: St Stephen’s Church: Oliver’s Battery Road North, SO22 4JB on Wednesday mornings
9.05 am - 11.05 am September 23 - December 2nd (excluding half term).

Please email nurturingprogramme@ccwinch.org.uk for any questions or to sign up.

o FAMILY
7N\ -
‘1 am a much more confldent, postive Where: 0 L I N i( S
and understandng parent. c 5 e
| feel much more able to cope now’ St Stephen’s Church
Oliver's Battery Rd North %" + 4

“We are having less famiy anguments Winchester The ;”" rv yﬁ (g [e

and the household i 3 ot camer” e I'he Nurturing

Procaramme
e o b et Programme
hours | have for myself each week” when: .
Every Wednesday, 23rd September lnformatlon

\g‘z:jﬁ"‘;;’:;"@“‘fe ﬁ“e;ﬁ:e 0 2nd December for parents

. luding half t

was Istened to and respected” S‘;;a;“? 1}3 g;;,: and carers

contact details:

To book a place, please email
nurturingprogramme@ccwinch.org.uk
or phone: 07942 284611
Free créche available

FAMILY
a, ) LINKS

famitylink s.or g.uk

what is the

Nurturing Programmez
Chidren are rewardng, stimuiating and
fun, but looking after them can be
stressful and challengng

The Nurturing Programme helps
deal with those challenges so
that you can have a
calmer, happier Ife

A tried and tested programme,
it hebps us think about what we do,
why we do it and how it makes us feel

what does it coverz

cu need to come to all
Over the 10-week Programme, you wil look 14

as they fit
at lots of fferent. topcs, incudng ity
understanding
why chidren behave as they do
RrRecognising ‘the
the feeings behind behaviour (ours and theirs) " =
. est
Exploring | ¥ @t
dfferent approaches to dscipine o~ 'S
chance
Finding ways to develop co-operation and nt fe
: self-dscplne in chidren nie

i |
R um— ;
Emotional Health

Learning the importance of looking
after ourselves
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Music Notices

Instrumental Lessons

A reminder that instrumental lessons are now up and running. Children need to check the music
noticeboard to ensure that their name is on the correct list and find out their lesson times. Please
remember to bring your instrument to your lesson and ask your child to check the timetable on the
music noticeboard for their lesson times.

If you are yet to hire your instrument you can do this through Hampshire Music Service at the
following link: https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/hampshiremusic/instrumenthire

Your child's instrumental teacher will be able to advise if you have any questions regarding sizes
etc.

Lessons take place on the following days:

Voice (Ms Duncombe) - Mondays
Piano/Keyboard (Mrs Liddle) - Tuesday or Fridays
Violin (Mr Baker) - Tuesdays

Brass (Mr Potter) - Wednesdays

Guitar (Mr Gruzelier) - Wednesdays

Woodwind (Mrs Williams) - Wednesdays

Drumkit (Mr Say) - Thursdays

Lesson times will rotate each week and final timetables will be posted on the music noticeboard
once the teachers have finalised their groupings. Please remind your child to check their lesson
time each week.

Music Ensembles and Clubs

We will be gradually starting up our Worship Band, School Band and St Peter's Singers (Years 5
and 6) over the next few weeks. Look out for information detailing rehearsal information, days
and times. All details will be posted on the music noticeboard (outside the music classroom) or
emailed to you if relevant.

Worship Band - regular weekly rehearsals will start this Thursday 10" September from 3.30 -
4.30pm. Miss Owens will have notified you if she would like your child to attend.

School Band - there will be the opportunity for new pupils to join the school band later on in the
school year.

Any questions at all, then please do get in touch with Miss Owens by emailing music@st-
peters.hants.sch.uk.

And finally, Busking Wednesdays will start up again on the 1%'Wednesday of each month
(starting on 7" October!).

Looking forward to another musical term!

Miss Owens

| Wednesday Letter 9" September 2026 | 6 | www.stpetershants.co.uk |



https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/hampshiremusic/instrumenthire

Reporting to Parents 2026-27

Parent and school partnership is vitally important in ensuring the best for each child. We want to
share the dates for reporting attainment and progress with parents so you can place them in your
diary. Our aim is to ensure that you are kept informed and able to discuss progress at key points
in the year as relevant to your child’s year group.

As in the past, there is a formal reporting point in each term either via a parents’ evening or via a
written report. The aim of the initial meeting for all year groups is to ensure the children have
settled into their new year groups and their routines.

The timings of parents’ evenings and reports for each year group are as follows:

Parents’ evenings:

Autumn Term All Year groups: Tuesday 20" October 2026
Thursday 22" October 2026

Year R/1, Year 2 and Year 6: Tuesday 9™ February 2027
Thursday 11" February 2027

Year 3, Year 4, Year 5: Tuesday 22" June 2027
Thursday 24" June 2027

As in the past, parents’ evenings will be held between 4.00pm and 7.00pm. Details of how to book
an appointment with your child’s class teacher will be shared via the newsletter.

Written reports:

Spring Term Year 3, 4 and 5 — These will be sent out on 26" February 2027
Summer Term Year R/1, 2 and 6 — These will be sent out on 16" July 2027

Reminders of the timings of written reports will be shared in the newsletter nearer the time.

Please remember that if you wish to discuss your child’s progress at any point in the year you can
make an appointment to speak with your child’s class teacher.

Little Fishes News

This year marks the 27th year of the opening of Little Fishes Pre-School. We have welcomed many
families over the years and this year is no exception. During the holidays, we have been busy
preparing our Little Fishes environment for the new term. We have thoughtfully considered the
interests and needs of the children to ensure their days are filled with fun, curiosity and purposeful
learning.
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Parent Reader Plea

Could you spare any time to hear children read? Stay late after drop off or arrive a little early for
pick up? Please contact the school office if you are able to join this amazing group of volunteers
helping our children to become more confident readers. If you are interested, please contact the
school office. Safeguarding checks are carried out on all volunteers and training is provided.

Year 4 Carroll Centre Foodbank

This half term the two Year 4 classes are collecting food and toiletries for the Carroll Centre.
Please send in any donations — they are grateful for packets and tins of in-date food. Many thanks
for thinking of others in our community.

Holiday Dates
School term dates are available on:

https://www.stpetershants.co.uk/term-dates/
https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/schoolholidays

Safeguarding Quote of the Week

Safeguarding is our absolute priority. Please act on concerns that you have about any children
that you know. If you have a concern about the safety of a child or young person and you want
someone to find out what is going on, contact the Hampshire Children’s Services Department.
Monday to Friday, 8.30am to 5pm, phone 0300 555 1384. At all other times, contact the out-of-
hours service, phone 0300 555 1373. Anyone can make a referral.

At St Peter's Miss Buxton is our Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL), while Mrs Blake, Mrs
Foster and Ms Pestana are the Deputy DSLs. Mrs Ricketts is DSL for Little Fishes Pre-School,
with Mrs Church and Mrs Hudson being her safeguarding deputies. Please remember anyone can
make a referral and safeguarding is everyone's concern!

Private Fostering

Private fostering is the term used when someone who is not a parent or a 'close relative' (eg. great
aunt, cousin, mum's friend or a neighbour) is looking after a child or young person under the age
of 16 (under 18 if they are disabled) for 28 days or more in their own home.

In these situations the local council’s Children’s Services department must be informed. A social
worker will visit the home to speak to the carer and the child to ensure the child is safe, carry out
background checks and make sure support is being provided.
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Future School Dates

Event

Date

PTA Uniform Sale

Friday 11" September,
3.15pm

Show Around 1

Tuesday 15" September,
10am

New School Year Mass Years 2-6 — all
welcome

Friday 18" September,
9.15am

Inset Day — school closed to pupils

Friday 25" September

Year 5 Living Rainforest trip

Friday 2" October

Show Around 2

Friday 2" October, 1.30pm

Year 6 Residential

Monday 5" to Friday 9"
October

welcome

Year R welcome liturgy, all Reception families

Friday 9" October, 9.15am

Parish — School Mass, St Stephen’s

Sunday 11" October, 9.15am

Show Around 3

Thursday 15" October, 10am

Deadline for Shoeboxes

Monday 19" October

Parents’ Evenings

Tuesday 20" and Thursday
22" October, 4pm to 7pm

with us before leaving

Harvest Mass, Father Mark’s last celebration

Friday 23 October, 2pm

Autumn half term Monday 26" — Friday 30" Octo

ber

Inset Day — school closed to pupils

Monday 2"¢ November

Show Around 4

Wednesday 4" November,
1.30pm

All Saints Mass, all invited

Friday 6" November, 2pm

PTA Bonfire Night

Saturday 7" November

Show Around 5

Thursday 12" November,
10am

Individual and sibling photos

Tuesday 17" November

invited

Nativity — Reception, Years 1 and 2 - families

Friday 4" December, 9.15am

Advent Liturgy — KS2 — parents invited

Thursday 17" December
2.30pm and 6pm

Christmas Holiday Monday 215t December — Friday 1%t January

Inset Day — school closed to pupils

Monday 4" January

Children return for beginning of term

Tuesday 5" January

Friday 25" September 2026
Monday 2" November 2026
Monday 4" January 2027
Monday 22" February 2027
Friday 215 May 2027

Inset Days - staff training with school closed to pupils
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Class Assemblies 2026-27

All class parents and family are welcome to attend these. Please wait outside church door for
3pm.

Month Friday (class/teacher Assembly)
October 16t 6SK Class
23 Harvest Mass- 2pm
30th Half Term
6t All Saints Mass- 2pm
13t 5CJ Class
November =5 4GK Class
27t 3BW Class
December 4th : KSZ!. Nativity- 9.15am
Christmas Holidays
5th 6DL Class
February 12t 5AH Class
19t Half Term
26t 4RS Class
. Easter Holidays
April 16" 3GD Class
May 28t Corpus Christi Mass- 1.30pm
4th Half Term
June 11t Year 2 Seals Class
18t Year 2 Otters Class
25th MR Seahorses Class
July 2nd MB Dolphins Class
9th MH Turtles Class

Show Around dates

If you have a child due to start school in September 2027, we have the following dates available
for you to come and look around the school:

Tuesday 15" September 10am
Friday 2" October 1.30pm
Thursday 15" October 10am
Wednesday 4" November 1.30pm
Thursday 12" November 10am

Please contact the school office if you would like to book onto any of these tours.
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School Milk Arrangements

If you would like your child to have milk (a 189ml bottle of semi-skimmed milk) during the school
day, please register online with Cool Milk at www.coolmilk.com. Children under 5 years old are
entitled to free school milk, fully funded by the Department of Health, but their parents must register
with Cool Milk for them to receive it. For over 5s, school milk is available at a rate subsidised by
Defra via the School Milk Scheme. Children eligible for statutory free school meals can receive
school milk free of charge — the school office will contact you.

Cool Milk have asked us to inform parents that the price of milk for over 5s will soon be increasing.
If you register your child now, you can lock in at the current price. Contact Cool Milk with any
queries: 0800 321 3248 or www.coolmilk.com

Kings’ School Open Events

We warmly welcome you and your child to attend one of our School Open Events this year. Our
Open Mornings will be held on Wednesday 8th July, Wednesday 23" September and Tuesday
6" October 2026. To secure your place, please book here:
https://kings.applicaa.com/events/OpenMornings

Our Open Evening will be held on Thursday 24" September 2026 and is a bookable event. To
secure your place, please book here hitps://kings.applicaa.com/events/OpenEvening

We look forward to hopefully seeing you and your family at one of these soon.

Rotary Christmas Shoebox Scheme

We are supporting Wessex Rotary's Christmas Shoebox scheme again this year. We have a supply
of the boxes in school so please come and collect a box if your child would like to take part. Filled
boxes need to be returned to school before the half term break, by Monday 19" October latest.
Thank you for your generosity to this very worthwhile scheme.
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Picture News

Picture News is a new whole school project that we started last year to improve our oracy. Each
week the picture that we have looked at in class will be sent home with a key question to aid
some discussion on a piece of current news.

01V ¢a{ (0] [ 2] In the news this week

; . Things to talk about at home ...
than 100 of the world's best cyclists
competed in the Tour of Britain Men. The ~ » Can you think of a time when
five-day race began in Lincoln and something felt difficult, but you
- ¥ > o v ) R travelled through Lincolnshire and kept going?
e [i C. EJ-@ (oo 1o w_plaﬂ Bl Yorkshire, before finishing in the Scottish . What helped you to persevere?
> o 3 & Borders on 6th September. In the men's > Wh h
{E{-:‘-DAL(LS Q,@G < [!a' 110} ] }" * event, the cyclists cover nearly 900 0 encuurages7yuu Whenyou
7 kilometres, tackling steep hills and face a challenge’
o & challenging conditions along the way. > When might taking a break or
L A = Thousands have been gathering along the asking for help be the best next
route to watch and cheer the riders on. step?

Please note any interesting thoughts or comments

Share your thoughts and read the opinions of others www.picture-news.co.uk/discuss

© Picture News 2026

PTA Uniform Sale
There will be a PTA Uniform Sale this Friday 11" September from 3.15pm
At the Uniform Shed in the KS2 playground.
All trousers, shorts, skirts and dresses will be 3 items for £1 on Friday!!!
Please note we are no longer taking non-logo uniform.
We would be very grateful if any uniform being donated to the PTA could be washed.

Please use the following email address to order your uniform: ptauseduniform@gmail.com

Applying for a Secondary School (Year 7) Place
Applications for children transferring to secondary school in September 2027 opened on Monday.

Applications can be submitted online or parents can request a paper application form in
exceptional circumstances by emailing admissions.team@hants.gov.uk. The deadline for
applications is 31 October 2026.

| Wednesday Letter 9" September 2026 | 12 ] www.stpetershants.co.uk |



mailto:ptauseduniform@gmail.com
https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/admissions
mailto:admissions.team@hants.gov.uk

First Holy Communion Preparation 2027
Applications are still open however they will close end of September.

Children who are in Year 4 (or above) may apply, however if your child is presently in Year 3 and
you are a regular parishioner and feel they may be ready this year, please do get in touch.

The compulsory parents' session will be on Tuesday November 3rd at 7pm in the Pastoral Centre
adjoining St Peter's Church, Jewry Street.

If you have any queries before completing the form, please email Rosanne Walker at:
rosanne@stpeterswinchester.org.uk or fhc@stpeterswinchester.org.uk

Please find the link (or QR code) to register below:

FHC - 2027

covicerilvafion
b, self-esleom

J
¥ foous
hslenmg skdls
¢ K$2 BOARDGAME Ks1
4 DODGEBALL cLus FOOTBALL

Friday Evenings 6-7

When- © 012 Loz S @ 153036
Wihere- Ganger Farm 4G (S051 0EE)

it & peﬁ : Snrtis
== By 8- o — A
e B U S K I N G /\OV ed UTDM 0"4 : ® Fi:t Words Together
A WEDNESDAYS SCANTODONATE ” o< i civiiomicc 2 .
) RAISING MONEY TOWARDS Reducing waste.
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS i
\%’/ s This. 5 week i
<k &
memers eary commurcation
w Is First Words Together something you
) should refer the families you work with to?
Wear it jorward! Sustainable savings!
Donate your outgrown Logo and non-logo items
uniform - simply bring available in all sizes for
to the school office or aslittleas £2!
uniform shed.
THANK YOU o T .
Pre W“‘M:Nmﬂi jLcom N the QR code to hm‘iuou( 0 A
A 0 .03 piform@E™ K
i LA ?\wsc('m .“ P <
S S ‘ 0@ oo 2 :

Best wishes

Louise Buxton
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St. Peter’s Catholic Primary School ‘Christ at the
and Little Fishes Pre-School Centre’

Newsletter - past bits that may be useful

Facebook

Facebook:https://facebook.com/St-Peters-Catholic-PrimarySchool107010431022990

Hants LA signposting websites
These websites may be a helpful resource should you need a bit of help or advice as a parent.

https://fish.hants.gov.uk/kb5/hampshire/directory/family.page?familychannel=2

https://documents.hants.gov.uk/childrens-services/sfyc/ProviderBulletin-March2025-
ParentCarerUpdate.pdf

Nut Free School
Just a reminder that we remain a nut-free school due to serious allergies.

Also we encourage breaktime snacks to be healthier choices — fresh fruit and vegetables, bread
sticks, raisins.... no crisps or chocolate please.

We will be sharing our new Allergy Safety Policy with you in the new couple of weeks.
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Extra-curricular clubs — AUTUMN
Please see below details of clubs being offered this term.
Year | Club Day of the | Year | .Club Day of the
group week group week
YR Theatre Kids Friday Y4 Comic Club Monday
Intergr8 Monday
360 Dodgeball Monday
360 Board games | Tuesday
Theatre Kids Friday
Y1l 360 Board games | Tuesday Y5 Intergr8 Monday
Football Wednesday 360 Dodgeball Monday
Theatre Kids Friday 360 Board games | Tuesday
Comic Club Wednesday
Football Friday
Theatre Kids Friday
Y2 Integr8 Monday Y6 Intergr8 Monday
360 Board games | Tuesday 360 Dodgeball Monday
360 Football Wednesday 360 Board games | Tuesday
Theatre Kids Friday Comic Club Wednesday
Football Friday
Theatre Kids Friday
Y3 Comic Club Monday
Intergr8 Monday
360 Dodgeball Monday
360 Board games | Tuesday
Theatre Kids Friday
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Attendance and requests for time off during term time

At the beginning of another school year may | take this opportunity to remind you about the
legislation regarding parents requesting time out of school for their children. The legislation makes
it clear that head teachers may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are
exceptional circumstances. It is extremely unlikely time out of school for a family holiday will be
considered exceptional circumstances. It will be the same for requests for time out to spend time
with visiting relatives or for birthday celebrations. As a school we fully understand and support the
government’s drive to ensure pupils miss as little school time as possible. Parents who take their
children out without permission may be liable to a financial penalty notice.

| regularly monitor attendance and | write to the parents of any child who falls under 90% (which is
the equivalent of a morning off each week). The government views anyone under such a figure as
a persistent absentee and | have to follow it up. Obviously some children do at times have more
serious illness and time in hospital but some just have poor attendance often due to issues at home
and it is my duty to follow this up.

Every year | receive holiday requests as parents say they didn’t know the dates for school holidays.
These are always on our website and can also be found on the Hampshire County Council website
too. Please also inform anyone who is likely to be treating the family to a holiday of these dates -
again it is often stated that a family member booked a holiday as a gift. These holidays must also
adhere to the same rules. See website details below within inset dates section.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the many parents who ensure their children are in school
on time every day, ready to learn and would only request time away from school for very exceptional
circumstances.

Penalty Notice Fines

Please see below the latest guidance from the DfE. We think it important to share with families
these changes to the fining.

How much could | be fined if my child misses school?

In the majority of cases, schools and local authorities will try and provide support to help you
improve your child’s attendance first, but if this isn’t effective or the absence is for unauthorised
term time holiday, parents may face paying a fine.

Currently, it's the responsibility of the local authority to decide when to issue fines to parents,
meaning the process varies from council to council. However, under the new national framework,
all schools will be required to consider a fine when a child has missed 10 or more sessions (5 days)
for unauthorised reasons.

Since August 2024, the fine for school absences across the country is £80 if paid within 21 days,
or £160 if paid within 28 days. This rate is in line with inflation and is the first increase since 2012.

In the case of repeated fines, if a parent receives a second fine for the same child within any three-
year period, this will be charged at the higher rate of £160.

Fines per parent will be capped to two fines within any three-year period. Once this limit has been
reached, other action like a parenting order or prosecution will be considered.

If you're prosecuted and attend court because your child hasn’t been attending school, you could
get a fine of up to £2,500.
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Universal Credit and Free School Meals

Please see below for upcoming changes to eligibility for benefits based Free School Meals (FSM)
and what you need to do to apply or check your child’s eligibility.

Upcoming Changes

From September 2026, the eligibility criteria for Free School Meals will change. All households
receiving Universal Credit will be included, but eligibility will be divided into two groups:

Targeted Free School Meals - for households receiving Universal Credit with an annual income
below £7,400.

Expanded Free School Meals - for households receiving Universal Credit with an annual income
above £7,400.

What You Need to Do

If your child already receives Free School Meals and you have applied through the Hampshire
portal, you do not need to do anything. If you think your child may now be eligible, please contact
the school office.

Please note: children eligible under the expanded criteria will only begin to receive Free School
Meals from September 2026.

If You Disagree with a Decision

If you have applied and believe the decision is incorrect, please contact your child’s school. The
school can contact Hampshire County Council on your behalf to request further advice.

Important Information for Reception and Key Stage 1 Parents

All children in Early Years Foundation Stage or Key Stage 1 already receive free meals under
the Universal Infant Free School Meals scheme. However, we still encourage you to apply. This
is because schools receive Pupil Premium funding for children who qualify under Targeted Free
School Meal eligibility. This funding helps support your child during their time at school.

Transitional Protections (until August 2026)

Transitional protections have been in place since 1 April 2018 and will continue until the end of
the 2025 to 2026 school year. During this time any child who becomes eligible for benefits based
Free School Meals will continue to receive them until July 2026. This will not change even if
household income increases. From September 2026 these protections will end. From this point,
all families must meet the new eligibility rules for their child to receive Free School Meals.

For more information on Free School Meals please follow this link to the Government Website -
Apply for free school meals - GOV.UK

If you have any questions, please contact Mrs Lane in the school office.
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https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals

